BY ORDER OF THE  SHAH

"I'm sure he hasn't/' continued the prince, "for they
have been neither paid nor rationed for nearly two years/5

Deserters were beaten over the mouth with a large
stick, until their teeth were knocked in. Their beards
were cut off, a great disgrace. Their hands were tied behind
them, and the bastinado was applied, first under a stick,
then under thongs, until nails and even toes dropped off.
The fingers were disabled, and the wretched victims were
dragged by a rope up a stony mountain and left until the
next day, when they were mercifully executed.

Rumi told us a story of a Shah who visited England and
was bidden to luncheon with Queen Victoria. Coffee,
served in the drawing-room, was hot. The Shah, without
a second thought, poured it into the saucer. To put him
at his ease the Queen did the same, followed by all the other
guests. The same Shah visited a prison, where he was
entranced by the hangman's shed, and asked the Governor
to demonstrate upon a warder how it worked. When the
Governor refused, the Shah shrugged his shoulders, and
turned to one of hi$ staff, commanding him to oblige.
With difficulty was he dissuaded from pressing the point!

"State feasts," said Rumi, "were followed by music,
during which the guests settled their enormous meal. We
Persians enjoy music for quite different reasons from your
Western conception. The music of the West is intended
to break the silence. That of the East prepares us for the
pause that follows. Sound is to emphasize silence, during
which the listener is revealed unto himself. The complete
harmony of peace is music without a note."

We were fortunate enough to attend an official banquet;
an ordinary dinner, only there was too much of it. Course
followed course, pressed upon us by our host until we
dared not refuse. With great aplomb, he produced some
special champagne. We thought it wore an odd look.
It certainly tasted queer. It transpired that coolies
unloading the ship had pierced the corks with red-hot
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